Prestwood Community Association

Since launching in October 2024....
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« PCA’s mission: to help
maintain and improve the i
village as a brilliant place : o 7 ) A | . I
to live and work. ST e N JEPERSAAE SR R Ty

« Emphasis on working
inclusively and
collaboratively. Building
relationships.

« Are we on the right track?

www.prestwoodcommunity.uk
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Aims
« Gather residents’ views on the village and PCA priorities
 Help develop PCA plans

« Build an evidence base for funders

« Encourage volunteers to come forward

East Chilterns

Community Board

www. prestwoodcommunity.uk



* Online survey during April-May
« Hard copy survey for those not online -
* Flyers, the Source ‘ﬁo
* Facebook and Instagram ""
‘Meet and greets’ locally i
Liaison with local groups and schools f

Supported by East Chilterns Community Board

East Chilterns
Community Board

www.prestwoodcommunity.uk



» 316 responses

Do not live, work or go to
school in Prestwood but use

Live in Prestwood,
B5%

facilities, 10%

Do not live in
Prestwood but work
there, 4%

www.prestwoodcommunity.uk



What ages were respondents?

@ At primary school

@ At secondary school

@ Left school but aged under 24
@ Aged 25 to 34 years

@ Aged 35 to 49 years

@ Aged 50 to 64 years

@ Aged 65 years to 74 years

® Aged 75 and over

« 70 per cent were over 50 — how do we reach younger people?

www.prestwoodcommunity.uk



Q2: What do respondents love about
Prestwood?

A friendly village community with a strong sense of belonging

1 like my friends, the school and the woods. | like the woods because
they are beautiful. | like my friends because they are kind. | like
schools because they are caring.’

« Green surroundings, parks and play areas

* Practical, convenient place to live

« Safety, quietness and family friendliness

* Few negatives apart from traffic/dangerous parking/coordination

It is not the prettiest village, but there is a strong sense of community’

www. prestwoodcommunity.uk



°% Priorities suggested by Al analysis
£ of Q2
7'y As‘:’)oo

Prestwood balances community + countryside + useful local services.

PCA’s work should be about preserving what residents already love, not just
adding new projects
 protecting and improve green spaces and footpaths;
 supporting local shops and services;
« strengthening community events and neighbourliness;
* maintaining the village’s safe, quiet, walkable character
« effective coordination with existing groups.

Do you agree?

www. prestwoodcommunity.uk



Q3: Challenges facing Prestwood

(percentage of people mentioned)

Universally important:

» Keeping important shops and services in the village (83%)
 Protecting our green spaces (64%)

Some differences by age:

_eisure (20%) and children’s facilities (25%) chosen more by younger
people

_ocal transport more important to over-75s (32%)

* Feeling safe equally important to children and older people (40%)

Lesr?)mention of housing (too little or improving for older people) (10%
eac

www. prestwoodcommunity.uk



So —what should the PCA do?

www.prestwoodcommunity.uk



Q4: What should PCA do? PLACE

» Improve our surroundings/green spaces (59%/27%) !
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 Improve facilities for older/younger children (38%/16%)*

‘Potholes,
hedges cut, ‘More for older

litter-picking, children/teenagers
drains cleaned’ who have nothing
to do’

* (percentage of people mentioned)

. prestwoodcommunity.uk



« Comment on planning proposals (32%)*
* Develop a plan for Prestwood (25%)*

‘Object to planning
proposals resulting in sub- ‘Opposing all new
par housing with no benefit housing
to the community or which development is
impact on our lovely not a sustainable
surroundings’ position’

* (percentage of people mentioned)

www.prestwoodcommunity.uk



Q4: What should PCA do? COMMUNITY

* Running local events (25%)*
« Supporting community groups (25%)*

* Running community safety projects (25%)*
* Running cultural activities (13%

‘There are so many

‘Run more groups in
adult/family events Prestwood so get a
on the common like plan to support

the 3 day end of those groups and fill

season football the gaps’

event’ .
* (percentage of people picked)

www.prestwoodcommunity.uk



Green spaces, environment, litter, dog fouling,

Community groups, events, communication, inclusivity,

Roads, pavements, parking, traffic, speeding, crossings,

Safety, antisocial behaviour, drugs, scams, policing

Transport and bus links

www.prestwoodcommunity.uk

Number of Share of Q5
mentions responses

65

52

a7

38

32

21

40%

32%

29%

23%

20%

13%

4%



Priorities suggested by Al analysis
of comments

» Residents want PCA to be both protector and coordinator
* Protecting green space, village character and services

 Coordinating practical improvements with councils, police,
schools, businesses and existing groups

and

 Clarifying PCA's role so that residents can see what PCA has
achieved and where it is influencing rather than directly
delivering

Do you agree?

www. prestwoodcommunity.uk



Volunteering

* 34 respondents said ‘yes’ they would help out, 107 said ‘'maybe

* Occasional one-off help most common offer, together with
helping at events

* Range of other offers, from fundraising to IT

‘I like litter-
picking’

How do we attract and retain volunteers?

www.prestwoodcommunity.uk



Over to you!

* What should the PCA do? Do you agree with the priorities put
forward in the survey?

* How should we work with other groups?
* How should we involve younger people and families?
* How should we make the most of volunteers?

www. prestwoodcommunity.uk



Can you help?

Volunteering can take varied forms, with differing time commitments
* Projects — work parties, longer-term plans and vision

* IT support, admin

* Events

* Planning expertise

* Fundraising

* We have a great story! Can you help us tell it?
= Social media, web, mailing, publications

Www.prestwoodcommunity.org
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